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ST gada lielo” kultdiras ‘notikumu > i+
n kldstd -starpveistu foikioras |
svétkiem “Baltica 94" ir Tpasa

vieta, jo tie latvieSu tautai ir vienot3j

svétki laika un telpa — dziva saikne

starp trim Baltijas valstim un
ZiemeJzemém tautu gudribu un
pieredzes makslinieciskajasizpausmés.
Laika nozimé Sie folkloras svétki mis
vieno ar 1988. gada vasaru, kad tiesi
folkloras festivala laika sakam misu
atmodas isa, bet Joti piepildita laika
skaitisanu.

Tautas paslepnuma atdzim$ana ir
muziba orentéta tapat ka SAULE,
PASAULE, VINSAULE, tapat ka
arigais pretl mantiskajam, lai viedi
zivotu Sai zemé un zem §is saules.

Janis Dripe
Valsts kultdras ministrs

THE SOROS
FOUNDATION
LATVIA

[

he folklore festival Baltica '94
occupies a special place among

this year’s largest culture events,
because it constitutes a link between
space and time for the Latvian nation,
the three Baltic states and Nordic
countries in artistic expressions of

“people’s life, wisdom and experience.
. In one sense, the festival draws a link

between today and the summer of
1988 when the first Baltica festival

“coincided with the beginning of the

national awakening. The rebirth of
national pride is oriented toward
eternity, just like the sun and the world,
just like spiritual values against material
values, to enable one to live wisely in

" this land under the sun.

Janis Dripe
State culture minister
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* pulkam.

- Ulmanis:‘Folklora. ir-ta, ka

SAULE UNCILVEKI .
PASTAV MUZIGI SADEGOT

Tresdienas pievakarg, kad visu dienu
jau dziedats, dejots un rotats sava
nodaba, oficiali tika atklats starptautiskals
folkloras festivdla “Baltica 94". Pa
Pasaules vartiem ienak visi festivdla
dalibnieki, gan majinieki, gan viesi, nesot
no katra novada pa akmenim lielaja
ziedokll. No akmens varam celt
aizsargvalnus sev, savai majai, savai
zemei. Ar akmeni varam naida sviest,

Akmeni esam ierakstijusisenas liecibas. |

No akmens veidojam pieminas zimes
tiem, kam akmens cieta griba. Un tiesi
tapéc Dainu kalna lidzas divdesmitvienai
téinieka Indujla Rankas skulptirai tiks
atklats vél viens - “Saules ce)s”. Tie ir ka
tris robezstabi, kas tik Joti raksturo o
laiku, tris snam apaugusi koki, tris
“Balticas” festivali, par kuru nozimém
atklasanas diena tika bilsts vairakkart:
1988. gada kopa ar festivalu més
apzinajamies sevika tautu, kas variegat
brivibu. 1991. gada to reali ieguvam, bet
sogadesamkopaviena saime ar pargjam
Eiropas un
akmenu meistars teic, ka ar akmeniem
nedrikst tikai rotalaties. Tiem jabat tiesi

daba, lai tie kaut arf parveidota veida &

tieSi uzrunatu vérotajus. Soreiz svatki ir
neviskauzvedums, ne ka priekSnesums,
bet ka rituals, ka latvieSa pasaules
modelis. Kada mUsu gara dzive, tadi
svetki. Betcik daudzus noklatesosajiem,
kuri gan sevi dévé par latviesiem, bet
kuros patiesiba rit vairaku tautu asinis,

sajuta iedrebamies sevl latvisko:

stidzinu?... Folkloru nevajag spélét, bet

gan dzivot taja. Vai péksni varam spét-~ sabrukuma liecinlece, nu pldst caur -

atgriezties senajas gudribas, patiesibas?
Vai ar Sodienas cilvéka vértibu skalu
varam pilniba pienemt senas patiesibas?
Un vai tomér |idz galam sp&jam saprast
ritudlu nozimi, vai mums tas nav par
sarezqitu? Vai to saknu atkailindsana,
ko piedava §7gada festivala organizétaji
nav tomér mazliet par dziju tiem; kuri
diemzél gadsimtu gaita navparmantojusi
sentévu gudribas? Tie ir jautajumi, uz
kuriem festivala laika vél varam pagit
atrastatbildes. Betsvétki turpinas..., t?fds
visi meklé atbildl uz jautajumu: “Kas
man ir folklora?" e

Art misu valsts prezidents Guntis

masu tautas tikumus. Folklora ir ta,
iemieso mUsu tautas dzivesveidu, mdsu
laasaules uzskatus. Tas ir baltiesa,
atviesa pasaules uzskats. Tas ir cletais
akmens, uz kura mums ir jastav mazZigi.

_Un ST saule Sodien spid par mums. Tie ir.

musu spéka avoti un nakotnes zimes.”

Atklasanas rituala katrs novads - mijkrésja stunda, sirma stunda, gudra.
"stunda. Saule alziet Dieva - 3al bridr
esam vistuvak Dievamdienasrituma, Ar.. "

Ziedoja lielaja ziedoklT savu ziedu un
veltija to sava nolUkam, ka. ligSana.
Kurzemes novada Jaudis savas
dziesmas un ziedus veltija matém.

Més esam savas mates lolota tauta.
Saulel - mamulinal lecot no mates

kiepja, Laimas mates svétitl, més.

lenakam $al saulé. Cela mate mis
vada pa Uguns mates apgaismotiem
cellem; MeZa un Lauka mates
apskautus, Jiras mates $lpotus un
Véja mates arditus. Un kad beidzas
masu viesu lalks 3al saulé, augums
gulst Zemes mates kiépl, bet Veju
mate mis plepulcina savu bérnu

Zemgalu zieds - Janim. ;
Janils - vasaras saulgrieu

telksmainais viesis. No Vinsaules

Dieva darziem vin$ ved savu
Janubérnu pulku pa ceju, cellem, taku,

takam, no majas uz maju ki svétibas -

galsmas neséjus, kas sakurdami
ugunskurus dara gaiSus un augligus
musu laukus, cilvékus un visu paréejo
dzivo pasaull. Jo “ligo” livu valoda -
lal top! Un katra Janudziesma
daudzkart piedzied un apliecina. Ligo

- lal toB! snl
augava latvie$a izpratng ir ne
tikai upe, bet arT skaidrais dzidrais idens,
kas skaloj' baltu smilti. Tapéc Vidzeme
savas rotajas un dziesmas un ziedu
vainagu velta Daugavai. Ariddens - tas
dzivo?a saules muzu, Daugava-misu
liktenupe - melnacite. Senlaikos
Blusdama caurl Livzemel Daugava -
ena, savos vilnos at$lipoja ne vienu
vien mdsu tautas verdzinataju, bet
tautas skumjas - alzskaloja Jarina.

‘Gauja - strauja un vlitiga Livzemes

Koiva - livu tautas uzplaukuma’ un

iemjvalstim. Bet pats-

ujQed audis
as ' ‘'malzes riecien

11-"_’
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Vidzemel, savos atvaros glabadama
tautas véstures liecibas, Gauja -
Vidzemes lepnums’un gods-- Tevi
- daudzinds Vidzemnlekl! Latgales
folkloras kopas ar sava novada
dziesmam grib izllgt svétibu Jumim,
kura gadiba Soruden bis Tpasi
nepieciesama.
_ Jumis - masu:druvu auglibas
dleviba, Xad rudens darbu belgas
]anodroa
céllenam. Vijot varpu vainagu,
saslenot p&déjo nopjauto varpu kalitl
mezgla, mekléjot divvarpinas viena
stiebra galind, més daudzinam zem|,
~darbigos:jaudis;,

masu turpmakajam dzives posmam.
Un tad iestdjas brinumu stunda, Ko
saﬁrot pat tie, kas no tautiskas
dziveszinas zina visai maz. Tas Ir bridis,
kad saule ieiet pa saviem vartiem.
. Saulel rietot, visuviet Latvija sdkas

mums visa daba pamirst rimta pardomu

miera un noslédz mis vienota energijas .

loka. Tas ir brinumains vienotibas bridis
kopaardabu, citam ar citu, ar $o sauliun
vinsauli. Atvérsim seviSim lielajam spéka
bridim! Nemsim no t3, lai dalitos viens ar
otru, lai dotu talak rit.aﬁarl’t - pa saulei -
Easaulé. Vadisim. talak misu festivalu
a 8o gudro mijkré$ja stundu, kura
nemsim padomu, ka talak dzivot.

'BERNU DIENA, OGU DIENA...

_ Jau pagajusa festivala “Baltica”
* diend, kad. pargjie kolektivi muzicsja
novados, Rigatika sarikotabérnudiena.
Varétu sacit, ka bérnu diena “Baltica”
Jau Izveidcgusies partradiciju, jo arfSogad
visu piektdienu kopa muz OGLa. dancoja
gn rotajajas Latvijas folkloras kopu bérni.
oreiz bérnu svétki. notika Jurmala.
Kamér barni vél tikai iepazistas un dzied
viens otram iepaziSanas dziesmu, stasta
‘Jirmalas Tautas nama direktore Lidija
_Ruskule: -~ . 4T
— Kad pirmo reizi redzéju §i gada
“Balticas norlseascf)lanu,,JUramaIa taja
nebijaiekjauta. Tad nodomaju, kapjavina
pie Tautas nama varétu bit ta vieta, kur
noteikti janotiek kddam no festivala
sarikojumiem. Visgritakais, protams,
bija atrisinat finansialas problémas. Bst
kugis ir, un bérni brauks, gan jau vélak
més tiksim ar visiem paradiem gala.
Galvenais, ka b&rniem ir prieks! '
Un prieks bijal Ar ogu dziesmam un
jautriem danciem Tautas nama pjavina
sakas bérnu diena un zemenu balle,
kura piedalities varéja ikviens. Jirmala

Inalauku auglibanakamajam -

laikam gan nav visetnografiskaka
- Latvijas vieta. Bet vai tapéc Seit nedzivo
bérni, kuriem ari gribas rotajaties un
gar$o zemenes?...

Mara Melléna:

— Nav jau ta, ka Jirmala nebOtu neka
tada, kas botu tikai Sai pilsétai raksturigs.
Manuprat, tie ir plasie zemenu lauki,
(Zemenu grozi pilni ar sartajam ogam
bija liel un tas pietika visiem.) Tagad vél
-Ir zemenu laiks, tap&c mums, svétku
organizétajiem Skita, ka nemaz nav
jamekle kadas trissimtgadigas tradicijas
un nenaktu par Jaunu atdzivinat kadas
pavisam nesenas, bet savulaik visai
popularas tradicijas. Zemenu balles

lun-caurjaunasmsvienmsrir svindtas JOrmala;lal gan tam -
anemam svetibu ' nekad nav bijusl etnografiska nozime.

Bet Soreiz bijal Un arf folkloristiem tik Joti
Baréo zemenes un mellenes...

Z lielo zemenu un mellenu &sanu, uz
negantu izdziedasanos, izdejoSanos un
draiskoSanos bija ieradusas bérnu
folkloras kopas no dazadam Latvijas
vietam: “Tine", “Ligate”, “Tarkski",
“Pérkonitis”, “lzvaltisi”, “Jirmalnieks”,
“Laiva”, “Ceirujeits”, folkloras kopas no
Vilces pamatskolas un Césu muzeja.
Brauciens pa Lielupi no Majoriem lidz
Lielupes ietekai jUra bija skanigs, kaut
arf kugisa nosaukums bija “Maskava”,
neviens nedziedaja dziemas par Volgu...

Zvejnieku a/s “Juras Iicis" teritorija ir
Ea\nsam' neliels zvejniecibas muzejs,
urg nosaukums ir “Tautas muzejs”. Tur
arfuzilgaku palikSanu apmetas visibérnu
dienas dalibnieki. Sava nodaba dziedot,
visi devas mellenés, &da tas, béra
krdzites un cits citam mutés, zimé&ja ar
melleném, béga no mellenu meliem un
minéja vismelnakas miklas, kas
atiesiba nemaz nebija tik melnas...
zturot visus iepriek§ minétos
parbaudijumus un tomér paliekot ar
vistirako kreklu, bet vismelnako muti par
mellenu karali — “Misteru melno muti"
tika kronéts Martin§ Melléns. Ha! Vinam
tika arT mellenu kronis.
Savukart “Viraksnes” amatnieki un
Universitates Folkloras skolas skolotaji
macijaunieradija, ka arT aicinaja turpinat
visdazadakos darbinus, pieméram,
pagatavot sev rotas no daziem
dzipariniemun meZaatrastiemkociniem,
Ciekuriem un citiem nieciniem, gatavot
turzinas ogam, vérpt, pit vizes...
Stigas koklém. Stigas vijolém. Un
izveidojas vesels stigu orkestris. Uz
stigam tika vértas dziesmas —viena par
otru garaka, jautraka, sirsnigaka...
Jautajums: “Ka tev Seit Sodien patik?”
bija gluzi nevieta. Lai gan sanaca ari pa
kadam Kivinam, izspruka pa asarai, pa
k&dam nejaukam vardam, tomér visi bija
priecigi_un laimigi, kaut arf vakarpusé
nogurusi no dienas piedzivojumiem.

Un kiat jau arT lielais bridis — ie$ana uz
Jaru. Ne tikai, lai peldétos un ietu rota)as,
bet arT, lai kopa vaditu projam “lielo ogu”
—sauliti. .

Tie mazie svétki noteikti ir tie mijakie,
izjustakie, sirsnigakie, jo tie ir vispirms
sev pasiem untikai tad, citiem par prieku.
Tagad festivali “Pulka eimu, pulka teku"
un “Baltica" ir radinieki, ne tikai tapéc, ka
abi ir folkloras svétki, bet arf tapéc, ka
bérnu diend “Pulka eimu, pulka teku"
oficiall tika uznemts C.1.0.F.F. Starptau-
tiskaja folkloras festivalu organizéSanas
komiteja. So oficialo vestuli pasniedza
C.I.O.F.F. Starptautiskas folkloras
festivalu organizésanas komitejas

rezidents no Italijas Dzovanni Pistilli.
ara Melléna: ;

— Folkloras kustiba dziva b0s tikai tik
ilgi, kamér pastdvés bérnu folkloras
kustiba, kamér bérni jutis, ka vinus
uzskata par pilntiesigiem $adu festivalu
dalibniekiem, ka vinus mil un par viniem
doma.

Beérni ir patiesaki, un, ja vini satiekas ar
kédu, kas tiem parada tradicionalo
dziedasanuun spélésanu, tieir patiesaki,
tie perfekti atdarina, bieZi vien tiekot
tuvak pamatvértibam neka pieaugusie.

Edite Valtere

Starptautiskals folkloras festivals “BALTICA 94"
skaitjos

Festivala dalibnieki no Latvijas 1,642/102
Latgale 673/32

Kurzeme 292/17

Zemgale 181/9

Vidzeme 265/16

Riga 231/14

Lietiskas makslas izstadé piedalijas 259 Tautas
Dailamata meistari ar 823 darbiem.
Festivala viesi:

173/9 Féreru salas 16 Lietuva 22 Grenlande 15
Norvégija 20 Zviedrija 22 Somija 22 Skofija 12
Igaunija 22 Danija 22

Atkladanas koncerta-rituala piedalijas
folkloras kopas no Rigas : “Vilki*, “Skandinieki”,
“Grodi", “Saviesi",

No Kurzemes : "Suitu sievas”, “Bana”",
“Laipa”, no Zemgales : “DrenGerl", “Zemgali®,
“Vecsaule", “Dimzéni”, no Vidzemes : “Daina”,
“Dzietli", “Senleja”, “V&rtlumniekl”, no Latgales :
*Mdeneva’, “Viraksne", “Ribini", “Rita”.

Viesukolekiivi: Vilandes Kultiras kolédzas
folkloras grupa, folkloras ansamblis *Meguva® no
Lietuvas, "Turkun Kansantanssin Istavat™ no
Sonkﬂas, Istandes tautas deju pulcind “Ystads
Folkdansforering” no Norvégijas, Jauniedu deju

rupa "Sydhavsoernes Folkedansamtshold”,

areru tautas deju ﬂrt}?a *Dansiringuring”, un
grenlandiesu ?mpa“ IK" no Danijas, Maklenana
grupa no Anglijas.
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THE SUN AND THE PEOPLE
EXIST IN ETERNAL BURNING

. It was Wednesday night, after songs
had,been sung, dances danced and.

talks talked, when the international
foklore fesitval Baltica '94 opened offi-
cially. Through the gate of the world

enter all participants of the festival, local

roups and guests, each bringing astone
rom his or her home district to the com-
mon credence.

‘From stone we can build protectin
dams for ourselves, our home, our land.
We can throw stones. In stone we have
carved our ancient history. From stones
are made memorial signs to people with
stone like will. That's why the 21 sculp-

one-other - “The Path of the Sun.” It
resembles,_three landmarks, reflecting
this.time. so very well, three moss-cov-
ered trees, the three Baltica festivals,
whose three meanings we repeatedly
mentioned during the opening day of the
current event: In 1988, together with the
festival we realized ourselves as a na-
tion, able to regain its freedom, in 1991,
we received our freedom, and in 1994
we are in the family of European and
Nordic countries. Butthe master of stones

himself says that stone is not for games..

It must be direct in nature to.be able to
directly address the viewers, although
through some transportations. Thistime,
the festival is a ritual and a model of the
Latvian world rather than a performance.
Our holidays reveal our spiritual life. But

how many of those present who call:

themselves a Latvian, but have roots in
several nations, feel that Latvian nerve
stirring. deep inside? One should not
play folklore, one should live with it. Can
we manage to suddenly return to the
ancientwisdom, the ancienttruth? Does
the ran?e of values of the contemporary
man allow us to acknowledge the old
cleverness? Are we able grasp the mean-
ing of the rituals completely or is it too
difficult for us? Isn't the stripring of the
roots, offered by the festival, a bit too
deep for those who have, unfortunately,
failed to inherit the lore of their ances-
tors? These are questions that we can
manage to answer during the festival.
But the fest goes on... and everybody
asks to himself or herself: “what is folk-
lore to me?” Says Latvian President
Guntis Ulmanis: “Folklore reflects the
merits of our nation. Folklore embodies
our national lifestyle, our world outlook
of the Balts, the Latvians. It is the hand
stone on which we are to stand forever.
And this sunshines today over us. These
are our sources of power and signs of
the future.” In the opening ritual, each
district brought its own sacrifice to the
common credence for its own purpose,
as in a prayer. The delegates from the
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Latvian Kurzeme distict dedicated their
songs and offerings to mothers. We are
Bgopla cherished by our mother. We are

rn in this world under the rays of the
mother-sun, with the blessing of ‘the
mother-fortune. The mother-of-the-road
leads us along paths lighted by the
mother-fire; we are embraced by the

mother-forestand mother-land, lolled by -

the mother-sea and torn by the mother-
wind. And our visiting time under this sun
over, the body lies in the lap of the
mother-land and the mother-ghost
makes us her children. The district of
Zemgale gave its honor to Janis. Janis -
the mysterious guest of the’'midsummer
night. From the world of beyond he leads

his throng of Janis' children along paths, -
~ along

roads, from house to house and

Pf} and all things that live. Because
ligo" in Liv language means - let it bel
- And every folk song repeated it in this

holiday's refrains. Ligo - let it bel The'

Daugava is notonly ariver in the percep-
tion of the Latvians but the clear' pure
water of the mythic understandings, the
water that “washes the white sand” in
folk son?s. That's why the Vidzeme dis-
trict dedicates its wreath and song to the
Daugava. Also water - it lives as long as
the.sun. The Daugava, the river of our
- fate, the black-eyed. Inthe ancienttimes,
flowing throughthe Livland, the Daugava
-the Vena, tossed away in its waves not
one enslaver of our people and brought
the-Sorron of the people to the sea. The
Gauja - the rapid and cunning Koiva of
the Liviand, the witness of the prosperity
and decline of the Liv nation, now flows

« through .Vidzeme; keeping 'in'its whirl-
; mools testimony of hlfsé?crly. “The Gauja -
) z

e honorand pride o eme-youare
Eraised by Vidzeme natives! The

atgalian folklore groups wanted to ask
the blessing from Jumis, who will be
especially needed this autumn. Jumis -
the deity of fertility of our fields when the
land must be prepared for the next sow-
ing season inthe end of the harvesttime.

By making a wreath of ears; a bend of -

the last sheat;:looking for a double ear
on one stem, we lord the-land, the
. hardworking people, Jumis and through
. the land of new bread we get the bless-
ing for the next stage of life. And then the
hour of miracles sets in. It is understood
even by people who have little knowl-
edge of the popular life wisdom. It is the
moment when the sun goes out through

his gate. The sun setting down, people .

throughout Latvia are encireled by the
twilight hour, the grey hour, the wise

. hour. The sun goes to the God - at this

moment we are closer to the God than at
an#' other moment of the day. Together
with us, all nature is in a tranquil peace
of thoughts that unites the ends of the
universal energy circle. It is a magic
moment of unity together with the na-

ture, with each other, with all under this
sun and beyond this sun. Let us open
ourselves forthis greatmoment of power!
Let us take from it, to share with one
another, to give ourselves tomorrow, a
day after tomorrow - under the sun, in
this world. Let us lead the festival further
like this wise hour of dusk, from which
we get advice for life.

THE DAY OF CHILDREN,
THE DAY OF BERRIES...

Children's day was staged for the
first time ClL.IﬂI"Ig the previous festival,
Baltica '91 while the other groups were
touring Latvian districts. It can be said
ren’s days in Baltic have be-
8 traditional because this year chil-

ROTEegroups o

ed, dan

pla cedand sang This year, the

: children's festival took place in Jurmala.
: with children getting to know each other,

singing for one anotherthe song of intro-

" duction, says Lidija Ruskule, director of

the Jurmala Popular center, who is the
initiator of the idea.: “When | saw the
program of this year's Baltica for the first
time, Jurmala was not mentioned. Then
| thought that the little meadow in front of
the Popular Center could be the place to
host one of the festival's events. “The

most complicated issue , of course, was |

to settle financial problems. But the shi

has been found, the children willemba

onitand, | believe, we will settle the rest
later. The main thing is that the children
have fun!” And it was fun! With merry
songs and dances in the meadow of the
Popular Center to start the children's

- day followed by a strawberry party in
~wh¥ch everybody was weicome to par-

ticipate. Jurmala, many people say, this
is not the most ethnographic place of
Latvia. But then, are there anykids who
do not want to Rﬂlay and have a straw-
berry- party?... Mara Mellena:" It's not
that Jurmala did not have anything to
offer | think, it's the broad strawberry
fields (the baskets, full of red berries
were indeed big and it was enough for

-all) Now it's strawberry time and we, the
“organizers of the event, thought that we

need notlook for centuries old traditions.
So we decided to revive quite recent but
ﬁopular traditions. Strawberry parties
ave always been celebrated in Jurmala
although they never conveyed an ethno-
graphic meaning. But it was here this
time.! And folklorists love strawberries
and bilberries ... Folklore groups from
various places throughout Latvia arrived
for the great party of eating, singing and
dancingl. participants included groups
Tine, Ligate Tarkski, Parkonitis,
Izvaltisi, Jirmalnieks, Laiva, Ceirujeitis,
aswell as groups from Vilce junior school
and the Museum of Césis. The voyage
along the Lielupe down to the sea was
sonorous. Although the name ofthe little
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' ship was Moscow, nobody sang about

the Volga... The territory of the fishing
company Jdras licis includes a small
museum of fishermen, the official name
of which is Popular Museum. All partici-
pants of the children's day settled there

‘for a long stay. Singing by themselves,
‘they went to pick bilberries, ate them,

poured them into cups and each other's
mouths, drew pictures with bilberries,
played black bilberry games and
'guessed black bilberry riddles, which
turned out not to be so black at all. After
passing all these crucibles with the
icleanestshirtbutthe dirtiest mouth, Maris
Mellens was crowned Bilberry King. Ha!
He even got abilberry crown. Craftsmen
from Varaviksne and teachers of a folk-
lore school then showed and taught how
to perform various small applied arts
works, like how to make small pieces of

‘jewelry for oneself from worsted, bits of
{wood and cones, make cornets for ber-

ries, to spin and make bast sandals.
Strings for ethnographic harps. Strings
for violins. And together they make a
real orchestra. Just for their own fun the
.Farticipants played music, short and
ong, merry andthoughtful, reservedand
sincere pieces ... The question “Did you
enli(oy it here today?" did not need to be
asked. The answer was so very evident.
Although some disputes sparked, some
tears were shed, scme unkind words
spoken, everybody was happy and gay
although tired at the end of the day's
adventures. And then the great moment
was there — going to the sea. Not only
to bathe and play games but to see the
“large berry,” the sun, sink into the sea.
On Friday, the children could do any-
thing they wanted to. And we must say,
they are not that naughty, after all... The
small festivals are definitely the most
sincere ones, the most deeply felt be-
cause they are for oneself and only then
for the fun of others. Now the festivals
Baltica and Together We Go (Pulk@ eimu,
pulka teku) have become “relatives” not
only because they both are folklore fes-
tivals but because Toaether We Go was
accepted member of the international
organizing committee of folklore festi-
vals C.I.O.F.F..The official letter was
presented by C.I.O.F.F. Italian depart-

_menthead Giovanni Pistilll, “1he tolklore .. .
““Emovement'wilFbe“allve*sAly as long as

the children's movement exists, while
children are feeling that they are re-
garded full-fledged ﬁanlclpants of simi-
lar festivals, that they are loved and
thought of. Children are more sincere
and ifthey meetwith anybody who shows
them traditional singing and dancing,they
imitate the person perfectly, often get-
ting closer to the fundamental values
than the adults do,” said Mara Melléna.

Edite Valtere

The international folklore festival Baltica ‘94 in
figures

Participants of the festival from Latvia 1,642/102
Latgale 673/32

Kurzeme 292/17

Zemgale 181/9

Vidzeme 265/16

Riga 231/14

The decorative applied art exhibition featured 259
masters with 823 items.

Guests of the festival 173/9 The Faeroe islands 16
Lithuania 22 Greenland 15 Norway 20 Sweden 22
Finland 22 Scotland 12 Estonia 22 Denmark 22

The opening concert-ritual was attended
by folklore groups from Riga Vilki, Skandenieki,
Grodi, Saviesi.

The Kurzeme district was represented
by Suitu sievas, Barta, Laipa, the Zemgaledistrict's
delegates were groups Drengeri, Zemgali,
Vecsaule, Dimzéni,

Groups Daina, Dzieti, Senleja, Vértumnieki came
from the Vidzeme district, while the east Latvian
Latgale district sentits groups Mdeneva, Viraksne,
Ribini, Ruta. )

Guest groups: Vilande Culture College
folklore group (Estonia), ensemble Meguva
(Lithuania), Turkun Kansantanssin Istavat (Fin-
land), Ystads Folkdansforening (Norway),
Sydhavsoernes Folkedansamtshold (Denmark),
Dansiringuring (the Faeroe Islands, Denmark),
MIK (Greenland , Denmark), McLenan Scottish
Dance Group (Great Britain),



MALKS SKAIDRIBAS

Ceturtdienas saieta vakars Rigas Latvie$u biedribas nama festivala “Baltica 94”
laika apliecinaja vélreiz - nu ir pienacis laiks, kas atsijajis pavirdus Iidzskrgjgjus,
virspuséjus bauditajus no tiem, kam isteniba, dzija tautas maksla ir vairak vai
mazak apzinata dzives izjlta un nepieciesamiba. Vairumam skatitaju, kas bija
piepildijusi “Mamulas” Zelta zali - galvenais dzinulis te bit, manuprat, bija neapzinatas
ilgas péc vienkarsam, skaidram jutam, dzijiem, ietilpigiem vardiem un skanam $aja
pamatvértibu nobrukuma un visparéja haosa laika. Ti sirsnfgus, dvéseligi atvértus
aplausus “"Jirmalnieku”, “ligu”, “Rasas” dziedatajam skumiji omigajam dziesmam,
nebija nacies dzirdét jau sen.

Péc savstarpéji pacietigas un isti varonigas dziedasanas, spéléSanas undancosanas
vairak neka divu stundu garuma Zelta zal8, Jaudis vijnojoties vien devas uz Balto
zali, kur jau pilnd spara dziedaja un spéleja sievas, meitas, puii un bérneli,
vienvardsakot - “Viraksne” no Jékabpils rajona Atasienes.

- Ko jUs brinaties,” - man saka nipra, brani iedegusi sieva, més nedrikstam
netureties. Tagad tas ir pat daudz svarigak, neka pirma festivala laika, kad pari
Latvijai vélas lielie atmodas vijni. Tiem vilniem lidzi naca arf tikstosiem to, kuri
gaidija atru Latvijas uzplau

un parliecibu. Tadi, ka mangjas sievas un viri.” .

Ne tikai sava novada bagatibu viraksnietes vic kopa un uztura dzivu. Ari ipatngjas,
tikai Saiviet raksturigas edienu receptes un pagatavosanas veidus. Savi édieni -
metenos, savi - Ziemassvétkos un Lieldienas. - Ticiet man - saka Valentina Migule-
vienigais pamats, 'uz kura varam savu tautu arf turpmak celt ir misu dziesmas,
misu dejas, misu valoda, apgérbi, &dieni.

darbu skreja. Tas gritums paliekot vie :
ekspedicijas braucot. Pasu pagasta Jaudis atkal ltgs viraksnietes uz saviem
gocfi)em. gan priecigiem, gan sérigiem. Tiem, kam “Viraksnie$u” dziedasana
gadisies klatbut, bis patieSam paveicies. Tapat ka tovakar man Mamu/a.

Dace Terzena

' Photo by: Imants Prédelis
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anas un atdzim$anas brinumu. Bet tads brinums-
nevaréja notikt un nenotika. Sie gaiditaji atkritugi, un palikusi Tstie, ar to dzijo ticibu:

= Interested in peculiar recipes of local cuisine. Eve
Sievas no parkarsu$as Rigas atgriezisies AtaSieng, atkal saksies nebeidzama

laks, gan méginajumos sadziedoties, gan

A MOUTHFUL OF PURITY

The Meeting House of the Baltica ‘94 international folklore festival was open July
12-17in the Riga Latvians' Society. The dancing and singing carried on until dawn.
Journalist Dace Terzena tells about one of these nights.

Thursday nightin the Meeting House once more showed that time has screened
outthe superficial and shallow people from those to whom the deep folk artis more
orless a consclous necessity and peroeftlon of life. The majority of the audience
cramming the Golden Hall of Mummy (as atvians call their Society building in Riga)
longed for uncomplicated, pure sensations, deep, capacious words and sounds in
this era of collapsinc? ﬁrinclples. So sincere, so spiritually czf;en the applause that
followed the sad and thoughtful performance of groups ligi, Jurmalnieki, and Rasa,
sincere applause that has not been heard for so long. After a patient and almost
heroic two hours spent singing and dancing and performing in the Golden hall, the

‘ Feople moved en masse to the White House where the Viraksne group, represent-
Ing several t%enerations of musical locals of Atasiene in the Jekabpils region |
e > e e

entertained them. . ! \ &
“Why do you wonder," said a lively, sunburnt woman,” we just must hold on. Now, -
It's even more important than during the firstfestival when Latvia was shaken by the
waves of the great awakening. “These waves were followed by thousands ofé:eogle
who waited for the miracle of instantaneous rebirth and revival of Latvia. But this

- miracle could not take place and it did not take place. “These people have vanished

from the movement but the true believers in the future of Latvia have remained in
place. They are like my group’s men and women.” It's not only the folklore riches of

their native district that the Viraksne women gather and keep alive. They are
time of the year has its special.

.foods, they say. “You can belleva me, “said Valentina Micule of Viraksne, ‘the sole

basis on which we can continue to build our nation is our songs, our dances, our

“language, our cuisine.

The women will return to their native Atasiene from the overheated Riga to resume

. the never-ending routine of work. This difficult work tends to become easier when

there is achance to attend folklore roup rehearsals and participate in ethnographic
material expeditions. People of their native districts invite members of the Viraksne
group to their celebrations, both merry and sad. Those who hear Viraksne singing
are indeed lucky. Like those in the Mummy that night.

By_ Dace Terzena

Photo by: Imants Pradelis
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